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Important News:

The abstract submission deadline has been extended to May 12, 2012.

The conference organizing committee is seeking recognition by the Index to Scientific & Technical Proceedings (ISTP). If successful, all the papers published in the proceedings can be citied there. Progress in meeting this goal will be posted on the website.

We will recommend that selected papers be published in Open House International, an SSCI indexed journal.

The YOUNG RESEARCHER AWARD will be established. By this means, we intend to encourage and acknowledge excellence in research and inquiry conducted by young researchers under 35 years of age.

Please keep checking the progress in the website:

http://www.house-china.net/obi2012/en/
This 18th international conference of the CIB W104 commission on Open Building Implementation – hosted by China National Engineering Research Center for Human Settlement - will engage participants from all the world’s continents in considering the challenges of gradual change of long lasting buildings in urban transformation. 


Many societies are experiencing rapid and confusing urban transformation, in which the old built fabric and spatial orders are being replaced by new expressions of political and economic priorities. At the same, time, during this period of upheaval, there is a concurrent sense of urgency to build for the long term.

This is the dominant theme we will address: accepting gradual change in the built fabric, while also considering the long-term consequences of present actions. Evidence for the urgency of this task is widespread – as is evidence of pioneering built environments in consonance with it. But implementation of new methods and practices needed to address the inevitable tensions, varying cycles of change, and new patterns of responsibility and control are far from being uniformly understood, taught or implemented.

Our conference will have keynote speeches and panel discussions; academic paper sessions; exhibits of built projects around the world and displays of the student competition. This immersive learning experience will search for new understandings of concepts and methods. The conference’s seven subthemes will serve as the foci, but other overlapping themes and questions will also be discussed, all with the light focused on long lasting buildings in urban transformation.
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Major Subthemes of the Conference:
1. High comfort, low energy Housing and Architecture 

2. Long lasting buildings in dynamic societies 

3. Long-life health care architecture accommodating change 

4. Urban tissues in rapid urbanization 

5. Disaster relief architecture: setting the stage for long lasting buildings

6. An Infill industry: key to long-lasting housing
7. Innovative in Social Housing
Important Dates
Please e-mail your abstract and cover sheet, see attached, as an MS Word attachment to:

Dr. Huang Qiong (openbuilding2012@hotmail.com)
Abstract submission deadline has been extended to:
 May 12, 2012

Authors are notified on the status of their abstract review: May 31, 2012
The full paper submission deadline:  July 31, 2012
1. THEMATIC FOCUS: High comfort, low energy housing and Architecture

The world-wide pressures on energy resources; the imperative to reduce energy consumption; the equally critical need to reduce green house gas emissions all are forcing policy makers, clients, architects and engineers to rethink old practices and priorities. Some of the most difficult issues to be faced have to do with the conflict of interests among stakeholders in the making of environment. On the one hand are the parties who have a public role and a very long-term perspective. These are governments at various levels and large public utilities or “virtual monopolies.” On the other hand are private interests whose priorities may be short-term. These are corporations, real estate investors, and, ultimately, individual families. The central point is that no single party decides everything, either in the policy arena or in the arena of architecture.

Authors are invited to submit speculative studies and/or empirical research that focus on the design of high comfort, low energy architecture understood as a mediating form in the midst of the competing interests noted above. What control of the architectural form, comfort and energy performance (both process and product) lies in the hands of the individual inhabitant (family, company, etc), and what control of comfort and energy rests at the higher shared or “public” level? 
2.THEMATIC FOCUS: Long lasting buildings in dynamic societies

A few decades ago, the Japanese society made an historic shift from a “scrap and build” economy to a “stock maintenance” way of organizing economic activity. This had a great deal to do with the way the built environment was understood and made. In 2008, the Japanese government passed laws providing incentives to build 200 year housing. One could say that Japan is no longer a dynamic society, with a shrinking and aging population. But that is a narrow view. What is happening – in Europe too, and soon in the US and China – is an emerging consensus that the sustainability agenda will not succeed by focusing only on energy flows and energy consumption. The production of long-lasting buildings that can nevertheless adapt to the evolving preferences and expectations in society will be a necessity everywhere, no matter the speed or frequency of changes.

Authors are invited to submit papers that address these issues, often thought to be in conflict: How to design, build and continuously customize our building stock to make it long-lasting yet congruent with the natural dynamics of human societies? That is, how to transition from a practice of “scrap and build” to one of “stock activation.” 

3. THEMATIC FOCUS: Healthcare Facilities for Change

For at least fifty years, government health ministries and agencies in many western countries have made strong efforts to build “flexible” health care facilities. The motivations for this effort vary, but the common goal is to enable healthcare facilities to continue to provide the highest level of care while at the same time accommodating rapidly evolving medical practices, equipment as well as the onset of new diseases and changing demographics. The history of these efforts has given mixed results. In fact, the search for “flexible” facilities – usually framed in functionalist and technical terms - may be a “red herring,” a very western and 20th century desire to find technical solutions to problems for which technical solutions may elude us because the fundamental issues are not technical.

Authors are invited to submit speculative papers and/or empirical research studies that shed light on the issues, questions and dilemmas outlined above. We are interested in papers that study current facility design methods, financial incentives, client priorities, and, for that matter, the existing stock of hospitals and clinics and their congruence or lack thereof with emerging concepts of healthcare and healing.
4. THEMATIC FOCUS: Urban Tissues in Rapid Urbanization

Rapid urbanization promotes development through mega-projects on superblocks. At a size between building and city, these developments challenge professionals to new thinking about how to design “big.” The norm tends toward development patterns that are inwardly focused, organizing a development according to an internal set of logics -- security, retailing, structural efficiency, etc. As a result, the everyday experience of the city is splintered into archipelagos – large, inward looking superblocks. Yet, unencumbered by the legal and other complexities of small lot ownership, megaprojects provide new opportunities to integrate large with small, continuity with change, as well as theme with variation in ways that join parts of cities together. With supersizing of urbanization, where historic ideas of “type” no longer serve to organize coherence among multiple actions, what are the design theories, strategies and tools for urban connectivity, capacity for growth and change, and legibility? 

Authors are invited to submit speculative or empirical studies illuminating these issues and opportunities. 

5. THEMATIC FOCUS: DISASTER HOUSING
Disasters caused by extreme weather events, acts of nature such as earthquakes, or by human conflict continue to occur around the world. Non Governmental Organization’s and government agencies continue to seek better ways of providing shelter for living and social services after disasters. The problems faced in this effort are technical, economic, social, environmental and political. R&D efforts continue to offer new approaches to solving the problem of disaster housing. 

Authors are invited to submit papers that build on and extend existing research and best practices. We seek speculative studies and papers based on empirical research addressing the question of how disaster-housing strategies in the past have addressed immediate crises and at the same time have provided a solid “foundation” for gradual improvement of an emergency solution into a living, stable built environment. We also look for proposals for new strategies for emergency housing that can lead to long lasting built environments.
6. THEMATIC FOCUS: INFILL INDUSTRY


It is becoming abundantly clear that normal residential development processes put all parties on a collision course because of conflicting priorities and preferences. Designing “open” buildings – whose floor plans can be configured and equipment specified just before occupancy (and changed later) – represents an innovation whose time has come, an innovation aimed at avoiding the conflicts inherent in conventional processes and at meeting key sustainability criteria. Core systems and products, forming the backbone of an Open Building approach, are coming into the market. It is now possible to project a future business mode of operation providing just-in-time, one dwelling-unit-at-a-time, residential interiors harnessing off-site production, advanced software, improved logistics delivering ready-to-assemble product bundles through the door of the space, and multi-skilled, on-site installation teams. Current activities - including gutting and retrofitting existing buildings for adaptive reuse, newly built residential multi-unit, multi-story residential projects – are ripe for an infill industry.

Authors are invited to submit papers that speculate on and offer empirical evidence of such trends and opportunities. Authors are invited to discuss any and all aspects of the emergence of an Infill Industry – the architectural, technical, financial, regulatory, business and social aspects.

 7. Innovative in Social housing 

After World War II, an unavoidable trend of urbanization spread all over the world.  The ensuing urban sprawl, population boom and imbalance of regional economic–social development produced limited living space and unaffordable high housing prices in the cities.  The needs of social housing for low-income population have kept increasing since then.  The cities in China, the largest developing country in the world, demand composite instruments to solving the problem of social housing shortages in a holistic and sustainable way.  These instruments include new thinking in systems of technological, political, social, and financial and management and recognition of the single household and the single dwelling as the living cell of healthy residential environments
 
After decades of social housing development, experiences obtained around the world can and should be shared. An international network based on knowledge of best practices can be built. The conference provides the opportunity for participants from around the world, to meet in person and discuss the issues of social housing from different perspectives. Authors are invited to submit papers focus on the methodology of public housing development on community, city, and national level. What are key components of social housing development shared in common?  How are the skills and knowledge of social housing design, construction and organization implemented in different contexts? What are the current “best practices’ in the world? 
For more details please refer to:

 http://www.house-china.net/obi2012/en/
